REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

OF  THE 

Westbary  and  Whomellsdoian  ftaral  Sanitary  Authority, 

jfor  tbc  lj)car  enbiitQ  December  3let,  1896. 


Area  of  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  30,843  acres. 

Population  in  1891  ...  ...  ...  10,166. 

Estimated  Population  in  1896  ...  ...  10,416. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  several 
Districts  in  the  Westbury  and  Whorwellsdown  Union. 


The  Births  registered  during  the  year,  are  : 


WESTBURY 

BRADLEY 


71  Males, 
3s  »» 


109 


65  Females, 
38 


103 


Total 


The  Deaths  registered,  are  : 

WESTBURY  32  Males, 

BRADLEY  22 


54 


52  Females, 

29 


81 


Total 


The  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  is  20.3. 
The  Death  Rate  per  1,000  is  12.1. 


136 

76 


212 


84 

5i 

*35 


The  Death  Rate,  although  lower  than  any  previous  year  during  my  office,  would  still  be  lower  if 
the  rate  of  Infant  Mortality  could  be  taken  into  consideration.  Over  19  per  cent,  of  deaths  occurred 
in  Infants  under  one  month,  and  nearly  all  of  those  from  feebleness  at  birth,  living  only  a  few  hours. 
During  the  year  there  has  been  no  case  of  death  from  any  Infectious  Disease,  but  several  cases  have 
been  reported  to  me,  and  I  have  visited  the  houses  wherever  an  outbreak  has  occurred. 


The  Notifications  sent  to  me  are  55,  as  follows  : 


Scarlet  Fever  37  cases,  involving  about  22  houses  at  Bratton,  Edington,  Coulston,  Steeple  Ashton 
and  Ashton  Common. 


Erysipelas,  15  cases. 

Diptheria,  one  case  only  of  Diptheritic  Sore  Throat  at  Bulkington,  which  rapidly  recovered. 

Two  cases  of  Croup  were  also  reported. 

I  was  requested  in  November  to  examine  a  specimen  of  Water  taken  from  a  pump  at  "a  farm  called 
“Romsey  Oak,”  Wolverton,  Southwick,  tenanted  by  a  dairy  farmer.  The  water  I  condemned  as  not  fit 
for  drinking  purposes.  I  visited  the  farm  and  found,  as  I  anticipated,  the  well  close  to  a  manure  heap. 
I  again  visited  the  farm  in  a  fortnight,  when  I  was  told  that  a  specimen  of  the  water  was  sent  to  the 
Public  Analyser,  and  I  asked  them  to  send  to  me  his  verdict,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  he  confirmed  my 
opinion,  and  the  steward  promised  that  another  well  should  be  sunk  at  some  distance  from  the  yard. 

I  have  examined  other  specimens  of  water  at  Fairwood  :  the  only  available  water  for  the  use  of 
a  cottage  near  Fairwood  Gate  was  from  the  open  brook,  which  was  used  by  cattle  and  contaminated 
with  decomposing  vegetable  matter.  When  Fairwood  House  was  inhabited  the  cottage  had  the  privilege 
of  procuring  water  from  the  house. 

I  have  made  periodic  visits  in  all  the  districts,  and  on  the  whole  they  are  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  The  water  course  through  Keevil  has  been  much  better  kept  than  in  former  years,  a  require¬ 
ment  much  needed  where  the  water  flows  over  such  level  ground. 

With  regard  to  the  future  Water  Supply  of  the  Town  of  Westbury  and  the  surrounding  villages 
the  Report  of  the  Surveyor,  which  accompanies  this,  will  explain. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WALTER  H.  REED. 


tiablc  of  DEATHS  buring  tbe  Jj?eau  1896,  in  tbe  Mestbiu^  8.  Wbovwellsbown  IRuval  ^District, 

classifteb  according  to  DISEASES,  AGES,  anb  LOCALITIES. 


Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 
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Names  of  Localities 

adopted  for  the  purpose  of  these  Statistics ; 

public  institutions  being  shown  as  separate 
localities. 

(Columns  for  Population  and  Births 
are  on  Table  B.J. 

WESTBURY 

BRADLEY  . 

Totals  ... 

*The  heading  of  column  19  is  left  blank  for  the  insertion  of  Influenza,  or  any  other  disease  which  it  may  be  thought  desirable  to  record. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1S96 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Westbury  and  Whorwellsdown  Rural  Sanitary  Authority. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Report  as  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  District,  for  the  year 
ending  31st  of  December,  1896. 

The  usual  Inspections  of  the  District  have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  and  any  Nuisances 
found  to  exist  have  been  reported  to  you  and  the  necessary  steps  taken  to  cause  the  said  Nuisance  to 
be  abated.  There  has  been  no  outbreak  of  Disease  in  the  District  during  the  past  year,  and  the 
Nuisances  dealt  with  have  been  of  the  ordinary  character. 

The  number  of  Notices  served  amount  to  87,  affecting  99  premises. 

As  ordered  by  you,  Public  Notice  has  been  given  under  the  Dairies,  Cow-sheds,  and  Milk-shops 
Act,  requiring  all  Milk-sellers  to  register,  and  the  necessary  Bye-laws  are  under  your  consideration. 

You  also  propose  to  adopt  the  Model  Bye-laws  relating  to  Nuisances  and  New  Buildings  in  the 
Town  of  Westbury  and  the  Parish  of  Steeple  Ashton. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

For  the  Town  of  Westbury  and  the  villages  of  Westbury  Leigh  and  Ditton  Marsh. 

The  guagings  made  last  summer  at  the  Test  Well  sunk  on  the  Bratton  Road  have  been  very 
satisfactory,  for  after  intermittent  pumping  for  14  days  and  nights,  the  yield  of  the  well  was  only  affected 
fractionally,  whilst  168,000  gallons  were  pumped  every  24  hours  (as  guaged  by  meters),  being  80  per 
cent,  more  water  than  would  be  required  if  every  person  in  the  area  proposed  to  be  supplied  used  20 
gallons  per  day.  Plans  and  estimates  of  the  works  have  been  approved  of  by  you,  and  an  application  made 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  permission  to  borrow  the  sum  of  ^8,000  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  the  works. 

Steeple  Ashton  Common  Water  Supply. 

I  have  given  this  matter  my  most  careful  consideration  but  cannot  recommend  a  scheme  for 
adoption,  the  only  possible  source  of  supply  I  had  hoped  to  have  used  failed  last  summer. 

Yarnbrook. 

A  3-inch  Water  Pipe  has  been  laid  on  to  nine  houses  in  Yarnbrook  with  branch  services  to  each 
house,  this  was'badly  needed. 

DR  A  /  N  A  G  E  . 

No  New  Sewers  have  been  laid  during  the  past  year. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

You  have  rented  a  Cottage  near  Westbury  for  the  purpose  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases. 

MAIN  AND  DISTRICT  ROADS. 

The  New  Footpath  from  Wellhead  Lane,  Westbury,  has  been  completed.  A  Loan  of  ^450  has 
been  raised  during  the  past  year,  and  expended  in  relaying  New  Paved  Footpaths  by  the  sides  of  the 
Main  Roads  in  Westbury  and  Steeple  Ashton.  The  District  Footpaths  have  been  improved  at  Church 
Street,  Westbury,  Steeple  Ashton,  North  Bradley,  and  Keevil.  A  New  Footbridge  has  been  placed 
across  the  river  on  the  field  footpath  between  Hawkeridge  and  North  Bradley. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


January ,  i8gj. 


W.  H.  STANLEY. 


COUNTY  OF  WILTS 


Summary  of  Work  done  through  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  Rural  or  Urban 
District  of  Westbury  and  Whorwellsdown  during  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1896. 


Total 
Number 
for  Year. 

Results  of  Inspection,  &c. 

i.  Complaints  received 

8 

+  2.  Cottages  inspected 

99 

t  This  is  the  number  of  premises  inspected  affected 

3.  Lodging-houses  inspected 

1 

by  Nuisances  found  to  exist,  but  I  have  not  taken 

4.  Slaughter-houses  inspected 

2 

account  of  inspections  of  premises  where  no 
Nuisance  was  detected. 

5.  Bake-houses  inspected  ... 

— 

*  (  6.  Dairies  and  Milk-shops  inspected 

_ 

(  7.  Cowsheds  inspected 

— 

>  *  Order  of  1885  to  be  adopted  in  1897. 

8.  Workshops  inspected  ..j 

3 

9.  Filthy  Rouses  'cleansed,  sec.  46  Public 
Health  Act,  1875  ... 

1 

10.  Houses  disinfected 

— 

11.  Overcrowding  abated  ... 

I 

12.  Houses  placed  in  habitable  repair 

1 

13.  Dangerous  wall  repaired 

1 

14.  Houses  closed  ... 

— 

15.  Houses  erected  or  re-built,  for  which. 

“Certificates”  were  applied  for  ... 

16.  “  Certificates  ”  granted  ...  ...  ... 

Model  Bye-laws  to  be  adopted. 

17.  “  Certificates  ”  deferred  ...  .... 

18.  Wells  sunk  or  improved  supplies  of 

water  afforded 

9 

19.  Wells  cleansed  or  repaired 

3 

20.  Wells  closed 

1 

21.  Defective  pumps  repaired  or  new  pumps 
erected  to  existing  wells  ... 

_ 

22.  Leaky  taps  repaired  where  drawing 
from  public  mains  ... 

23.  Houses  connected  with  sewers 

13 

24.  Houses  connected  with  water  mains  ... 

9 

25.  Earth,  pail,  or  improved  privies  con¬ 
structed  or  existing  privies  altered 

5 

26.  Privies  and  W.C.’s  repaired 

31 

27.  Stop  water  drains  repaired 

42 

28.  Cisterns  cleansed,  repaired,  or  covered 

29.  Animals  improperly  kept  removed 

J3 

30.  Samples  of  water  taken  for  Analysis  ... 

I 

31.  Samples  of  food  or  drink  taken  for 
Analysis 

32.  Compensation  paid  for  destruction  of 
infected  bedding  ... 

33.  Seizures  of  unsound  meat,  &c.... 

_ 

34.  Nuisances  reported  or  detected 

87 

35.  Nuisances  abated  . 

80 

36.  Notices  served  ... 

87 

37.  Summonses  taken  out  ...  . 

38.  Convictions  . 

_ 

39.  Schools  inspected 

1 1 

40.  Foul  ditches  ...  ... 

5 

W.  H.  STANLEY,  A.JI.I.G.E.  Sanitary  Inspector. 


